A dermatome is the area of cutaneous distribution of a single spinal nerve; there is considerable overlap
between adjacent dermatomes. Spinal nerves C4-T2 are distributed to the upper limb.

The fourth cervical spinal nerves supply the skin over the upper posterior neck, passing downwards and
forwards around the upper lateral aspects of the shoulder to supply the skin over the clavicle and first
intercostal spaces.



